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Manufacturing  Increases 
100  Times  Since 
Formation  of  Province 

The  growth  of  Alberta's  manufacturing  industry 
has  been  impressive  when  it  is  considered  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Province's  dependence  on  the  main 
industry  agriculture. 

Alberta's  manufacturing  industry  produces 
$500,000,000  worth  of  goods  and  materials  yearly, 
100  times  the  value  of  production  in  1905.  In 
those  47  years,  the  number  of  manufacturing  plants 
has  increased  from  97  to  nearly  2,000.  There  are 
27,000  persons  employed  by  Alberta's  manufac- 
turing industries  and  their  salaries  and  wages 
approximate  $60,000,000  annually. 

The  group  manufacturing  foods  and  beverages 
produce  more  than  54  percent  of  the  total  annual 
production  of  manufacturing  industries  as  a  whole, 
having  a  total  value  of  production  of  $250,000,000 
in  1952. 

Next  largest  of  the  manufacturing  groups  is 
that  of  petroleum  and  coal  products  which  pro- 
duces more  than  17  percent  of  total  manufacturing 
production.  The  wood  products  industry  follows 
with  a  value  of  production  of  $42,000,000  in  1952 
while  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  products 
is  next,  with  a  1952  value  of  production  of 
$20,000,000. 

Other  industries,  in  order  of  their  importance  to 
manufacturing,  are  non-metallic  mineral  products, 
transportation  equipment,  printing  and  publishing, 
chemical  products,  clothing  and  paper  products. 


The  purpose  of  the  ALBERTA  NEWSLET- 
TER is  to  provide  up-to-date  information  about 
development  and  opportunities  in  Alberta. 

In  this  issue — 

Technical  Information  Services. 
Survey  of  Wetaskiwin. 
Growth  of  Manufacturing. 
Crane  Limited  Plant. 


Technical  Information 
Available  Through 
Alberta  Research  Council 

Expansion  of  the  Industrial  Projects  section  of 
the  Alberta  Research  Council  has  enabled  the  sec- 
tion to  take  over  the  field  work  in  Alberta  for  the 
Technical  Information  Service  of  the  National 
Research  Council. 

The  change  will  permit  greater  service  to  in- 
dustry by  supplementing  the  information  sources 
of  the  Technical  Information  Service  with  those 
of  the  Alberta  Research  Council  and  by  making 
the  testing  and  applied  research  resources  of  the 
Alberta  body  more  readily  available. 

The  present  staff  of  the  section  now  consists 
of  John  Gregory,  chemical  engineer,  Henry  Spen- 
cer, mechanical  engineer,  and  George  Crawford,  a 
ceramic  engineer.  These  men  will  make  a  sys- 
tematic call  on  manufacturing  industry  in  the 
province  to  learn  of  their  problems  and  assist  in 
overcoming  them. 

The  Technical  Information  Service  is  a  free  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  of  Canada  designed  to 
provide  Canadian  industries  and  businesses  with 
all  available  results  of  scientific  research.  In 
Alberta,  British  Columbia  and  Ontario,  the  provin- 
cial Research  Councils  now  are  doing  the  field 
work  for  the  service  but  the  research  facilities  of 
the  Canadian  Government  body  are  still  the  main 
source  of  information. 

The  Technical  Information  Service  makes  avail- 
able information  from  world  scientific  and  tech- 
nical literature,  from  the  research  laboratories  of 
Canadian  and  U.S.  industry,  from  research  organ- 
izations of  both  provincial  governments  and  other 
countries,  from  the  personal  knowledge  of  the 
Technical  Information  Service  engineers  and  the 
technical  specialists  in  all  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment service. 

Industries  requiring  technical  information,  de- 
tails of  any  industrial  process  or  material,  or  other 
help  in  solving  a  manufacturing  problem  can  send 
their  problem  to  Technical  Information  Service  at 
either  Research  Council  of  Alberta,  Edmonton,  or 
National  Research  Council,  Ottawa. 


.  .  .    Calgary  Factory  of  Crane  Limited 


New  Crone  Limited  Fac 

The  new  Calgary  plant  of  Crane  Limited,  the 
first  plant  of  its  kind  in  Alberta,  was  opened  July 
17. 

The  plant,  manufacturing  valves  and  fittings  and 
fabricated  pipe,  was  established  after  sales  of  the 
company's  products  in  the  Western  Provinces  in- 
dicated a  new  branch  plant  was  required.  Other 
Crane  Limited  factories  are  located  at  Montreal, 
Quebec  City,  St.  Johns,  P.Q.,  Port  Hope,  Ont.,  and 
Vancouver,  B.C.  The  Calgary  factory  will  serve 
the  market  between  Winnipeg  and  Victoria,  also 
supplying  the  two  local  warehouses  of  the  company 
at  Calgary  and  Edmonton. 

Situated  on  a  12-acre  site  in  the  Manchester 
industrial  area,  the  Crane  Limited  plant  covers  an 
acre  and  a  half.  It  was  built  in  the  short  time  of 
ten  months.  This  was  made  possible  through  the 
co-operation  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  in 
building  a  spur  line  to  the  plant  and  the  City  of 
Calgary  in  providing  roads  and  other  facilities. 

The  plant  presently  employs  67  persons  on  a 
one-shift  basis  but  company  officials  expect  the 
number  of  employees  to  be  almost  doubled  before 
too  long.  The  plant  will  be  expanded  as  sales 
increase  and  the  purchase  of  the  12-acre  site  was 
a  vote  of  confidence  in  the  future  of  Alberta. 

All  personnel  with  the  exception  of  a  few  key 
men  were  employed  locally.  The  company  employs 
local  labour  and  is  well-satisfied  with  the  calibre 
and  ability  of  its  employees. 

The  plant  includes  a  shipping  room,  compressor 
room,  brass  foundry,  core  room,  cast  iron  foundry, 
pattern  storage  room,  cast  iron  mill  room,  brass 
cleaning  room,  machine  shop,  tapping  and  valve 
divisions,  valve  assembly  section,  brass  finishing 
section  and  brass  assembly. 


Established  in  Calgary 

Alberta  lubrication  oils  are  used  in  the  plant 
and  Alberta  natural  gas  is  used  as  fuel,  but  the 
foundry  sand  and  brass  ingots  are  shipped  from 
eastern  Canada.  Cast  iron  scrap  purchased  in 
Calgary  is  an  important  ingredient,  along  with  pig 
iron  and  the  company's  own  returns,  for  the  cast 
iron  products. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  plant's  operations 
is  the  use  of  plastic .  patterns,  made  up  from 
"master"  patterns  in  Montreal.  Crane  Limited  is 
the  first  company  in  Canada,  and  one  of  the  first 
in  North  America,  to  use  plastic  patterns  which 
save  a  great  deal  of  time  and  expense. 

Market  for  the  plant's  production  will  be  West- 
ern Canada  industries,  including  the  petroleum 
industry,  and  municipalities  installing  water  sys- 
tems. The  production  of  fabricated  pipe  has  not 
yet  begun  but  will  get  underway  within  a  few 
months. 


Alberta  Oil  Wells 
Now  Total  4,000 

Alberta  crude  oil  production  during  June  totalled 
6,499,655  barrels,  making  total  cumulative  pro- 
duction for  the  first  six  months  of  1953,  31,721,- 
834  barrels.  Production  for  the  first  six  months 
of  1952  was  24,863,839  barrels. 

During  June,  132  drilling  rigs  were  operating, 
drilling  573,182  feet.  New  producing  oil  wells 
brought  in  during  June  totalled  72,  making  a  total 
of  432  new  wells  this  year.  There  are  now  more 
than  4,000  producing  oil  wells  in  the  Province. 

Natural  gas  production  during  June  totalled 
7,384,109  mscf,  with  the  total  for  the  six  months 
of  1953,  55,733,533  mscf. 
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WETASKIWIN 

LOCATION:  Section  14-46-24-W4  in  Census  Divi- 
sion No.  8.  This  location  is  42  miles  south  of 
Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  2,  at  the  junction 
of  Highway  No.  13  east  to  Saskatchewan  and 
junction  of  Highway  No.  19  west  to  Pigeon  Lake 
and  Winfield.  Wetaskiwin  is  on  the  main  line 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  Calgary  and 
it  is  a  divisional  point  for  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  to  Winnipeg. 

ALTITUDE:  2,495  feet.  Lat.  52/58.  Long.  1 13/22. 

TEMPERATURE:  Mean  summer  55.2°;  mean  win- 
ter 24°;  mean  yearly  36°. 

RAINFALL:  Average  annual  rainfall,  12.11  inches; 
average  snowfall,  46.2  inches;  average  total  pre- 
cipitation 16.73  inches.  (These  averages  cover  a 
period  of  33  years.) 

GEOLOGY:  The  surface  mantle  in  the  Wetaskiwin 
district  is  one  of  glacial  material  which  was 
deposited  by  large  glaciers  which  flowed  over 
the  plains  from  the  northeast  and  north.  Bedrock 
of  the  area  is  a  series  of  fresh-water  sandstone 
and  sandy  shales  of  the  Edmonton  formation 
which  is  of  Upper  Cretaceous  age.  These  beds, 
which  are  coal  bearing,  are  the  source  of  the 
coal  mined  in  Edmonton  and  Drumheller. 

SOIL:  Wetaskiwin  is  in  the  black  to  very  dark 
brown  soil  area,  which  averages  about  12  to  14 
inches  in  depth.  Below  this  black  soil  is  a  more 
compact  horizon  which  is  brown  to  dark  brown, 
and  the  lime  layer  is  usually  found  at  30  to  40 
inches  below  the  surface. 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the 
province.  They  have  in  the  top  12  inches  about 
three  to  four  times  as  much  nitrogen  and  or- 
ganic matter  as  there  is  in  the  average  brown  or 
gray  wooded  soil.  A  high  percentage  of  the  land 
is  arable,  with  wheat  and  cereal  grains  the  main 
crops.   It  is  a  mixed  farming  district. 


HISTORY:  The  history  of  Wetaskiwin  dates  back 
to  1867,  when  the  Cree  and  Blackfeet  Indians 
made  a  treaty  of  peace  in  the  hills  northwest 
of  the  present  city  site.  Wetaskiwin  derived  its 
name  from  the  Cree  word  meaning  "Hills  of 
Peace."  Father  Lacombe  adopted  the  name  for 
the  little  settlement. 

Wetaskiwin  actually  came  into  being  about 
1890  when  the  railroad  from  Strathcona  to  Cal- 
gary was  put  through  the  settlement.  In  1900, 
Wetaskiwin  was  established  as  a  village;  in  1902 
it  was  incorporated  as  a  town;  and  in  1906  it 
was  granted  a  city  charter. 

The  Merchants  Bank  of  Canada  was  estab- 
lished in  Wetaskiwin  in  1900,  and  the  Imperial 
Bank  in  1902.  V.  C  .French  established  a  weekly 
newspaper  in  1901. 

The  first  member  to  be  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  North  West  Territory  for  the 
district,  was  A.  S.  Rosenroll.  He  was  also  the 
first  Member  of  Parliament  for  Wetaskiwin, 
when  the  Province  of  Alberta  joined  confedera- 
tion in  1905.  Wetaskiwin  was  made  a  judicial 
district  in  1906. 

Because  of  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  district 
surrounding  Wetaskiwin,  a  branch  line  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  was  laid  to  the  east 
in  1905.  Wetaskiwin  was  one  of  the  first  cities 
in  the  province  to  locate  and  use  natural  gas. 

LIVING  CONDITIONS:  Wetaskiwin  is  a  railway, 
educational  and  judicial  centre,  and  is  surround- 
ed by  a  rich  mixed  farming  district.  Lake  resorts 
are  near  at  hand.  The  largest  of  these  is  Pigeon 
Lake,  28  miles  west  on  a  hard-surfaced  highway. 
The  climate  is  bright  and  refreshing,  with  warm 
summer  days  and  cool  nights. 

ADMINISTRATION:  Wetaskiwin  is  governed  by  a 
mayor  and  six  aldermen.  The  mayor  is  elected 
every  two  years,  and  three  aldermen  are  elected 
yearly  for  two-year  terms. 

LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS:  There  are  zoning 
by-laws  and  a  building  code  enforced  by  a  build- 
ing inspector.  Electrical  and  public  health  regu- 
lations conform  to  Provincial  codes.  The  city 
is  policed  by  the  R.C.M.P. 

FIRE  PROTECTION:  The  Wetaskiwin  Fire  Brigade 
consists  of  a  part-time  fire  chief  and  14  volun- 
teer firemen.  The  department  has  two  fire 
trucks,  both  with  booster  pumps,  350-gallon 
water  capacity  and  chemical  extinguishers.  There 
is  an  elevated  tank  tower  holding  100,000  gal- 
lons of  water  and  a  reservoir  holding  125,000 
gallons,  at  a  static  head  pressure  of  75  pounds. 
There  are  64  fire  hydrants  in  the  city  and  10.48 
miles  of  water  mains. 

TAX  STRUCTURE:  Recent  property  assessment  in 
Wetaskiwin  places  the  net  total  at  $3,925,820, 
made  up  of  land  at  $1,601,320  and  improve- 
ments at  $2,324,500.  The  1953  mill  rate  is  42, 
made  up  of  municipal  9,  debentures  6,  schools 
26  and  hospital  1 . 

POWER:  Three  phase  60-cycle  power  is  supplied 
by  Calgary  Power  Limited.  The  minimum  domes- 
tic charge  is  $2.30  per  month  for  20  KWH,  with 
a  30-cent  discount  for  early  payment,  and  one 
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cent  per  KWH  for  all  over  20  KWH.  Commer- 
cial power  rates  are  60  cents  for  the  first  500 
watts  and  20  cents  for  each  additional  250  watts, 
with  the  minimum  charge  set  at  $1.25  per 
month. 

WATER:  Soft  water  is  obtained  from  eight  wells 
from  250  to  300  feet  deep,  located  within  a 
radius  of  one  mile  from  the  city.  Capacity  of 
these  wells  is  140,000  gallons  per  24  hours. 
Water  is  supplied  by  centrifugal  pumps.  Rates 
vary  from  70  cents  to  30  cents  per  100  cubic 
feet,  according  to  consumption. 

FUEL:  Natural  gas  is  supplied  by  Northwestern 
Utilities  Ltd.  from  the  Viking  field.  This  gas 
has  a  heating  value  of  960  b.t.u.'s  per  cubic 
foot  at  60°  F.  Domestic  rates  are  $2.50  for  the 
first  4,000  cubic  feet  and  35  cents  per  thousand 
cubic  feet  for  all  additional  MCF.  Commercial 
and  industrial  rates  vary  from  $5  to  $10  plus  a 
consumption  rate  from  28  cents  to  24  cents  per 
MCF  per  month,  depending  on  yearly  consump- 
tion. Diesel  fuel  is  sold  at  17.3  cents  (plus  one 
cent  tax)  per  gallon. 

RESOURCES:  Cereal,  grass  seed,  dairy  products, 
poultry  and  eggs,  honey,  horses,  sheep,  hogs  and 
outstanding  cattle  are  produced  in  this  district. 
The  largest  fur  ranches  in  the  province  are  found 
here.  There  is  also  clay  for  bricks,  lumber, 
straw  and  fish. 

HEALTH  SERVICES:  The  Municipal  District  of 
Wetaskiwin  and  the  City  of  Wetaskiwin  operate 
the  48-bed  Community  Hospital.  There  is  also 
a  new,  modern  nurses'  residence.  Wetaskiwin 
operates  the  provincial  hospitalization  plan  for 
ratepayers.  Non-ratepayers  pay  $6.30  per  day 
in  a  public  ward.  There  are  five  physicians, 
three  dentists,  two  chiropractors,  one  osteopath, 
one  veterinary  surgeon,  a  dental  laboratory  and 
a  relief  laboratory  in  the  city.  There  are  three 
drugstores. 

TRANSPORTATION:  Excellent  railway  and  road 
systems  connect  Wetaskiwin  with  Edmonton  to 
the  north,  Calgary  to  the  south,  Camrose  and 
Winnipeg  to  the  east  and  Winfield  to  the  west. 
The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  runs  four  times 
daily  each  way  between  Edmonton  and  Calgary, 
and  once  daily  each  way  (except  Saturday  going 
and  Sunday  returning)  to  Camrose  and  Winni- 
peg. Greyhound  buslines  connect  Wetaskiwin 
with  Calgary,  Edmonton  and  Red  Deer.  Sunburst 
buslines  run  daily  to  Winfield  and  daily  to  Har- 
disty  and  Macklin,  Saskatchewan.  There  is  daily 
truck  service  between  Edmonton  and  Calgary, 
and  an  airport  is  located  just  west  of  the  city. 
There  are  three  taxi  cabs  in  the  city. 

COMMUNICATIONS:  Complete  communication 
with  provincial  and  world-wide  points  is  provided 
by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs,  Alberta 
Government  Telephones,  and  dominion  post 
office  with  air  mail  service.  There  is  a  weekly 
newspaper,  The  Wetaskiwin  Times,  and  a  freely 
distributed  publication,  The  News-Advertiser. 

FINANCIAL  FACILITIES:  Branches  of  the  Bank  of 
Montreal,  the  Imperial  Bank  and  an  Alberta 
Government  Treasury  Branch  provide  financial 
facilities. 


HOTELS  AND  TOURIST  CABINS:  Three  hotels 
and  two  tourist  camps  operate  in  Wetaskiwin. 
The  hotels,  with  a  total  of  1 14  rooms,  rent  from 
$1.00  to  $3.50  per  day.  Both  tourist  camps  are 
located  on  Highway  No.  2  at  the  entrance  to 
the  city. 

LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS:  Lodges  include 
Masonic,  B.P.O.E.,  Eastern  Star,  Moose,  I.O.O.F., 
Rebekahs,  Royal  Purple  and  Women  of  the 
Moose.  Service  clubs  are  Kiwanis,  Kinsmen, 
Board  of  Trade,  Affiliated  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Auxiliary 
Canadian  Legion,  I.O.D.E.,  and  Women's  Pro- 
fessional and  Business  Club.  There  is  an  Agri- 
cultural Society,  the  Red  Cross,  Handicraft  Guild, 
Fish  and  Game  Association,  Art  Society,  District 
Ministerial  Association,  Parent-Teachers  Asso- 
ciation and  Alberta  Teachers  Association  in  the 
city. 

EDUCATION:  Wetaskiwin  is  headquarters  for 
three  school  districts,  providing  for  grades  1  to 
12.  There  are  three  city  schools  and  a  new 
one  is  in  the  process  of  construction.  Dormitory 
facilities  for  rural  students  are  provided.  There 
is  also  one  separate  school  for  grades  1  to  9. 

CHURCHES:  Anglican,  United,  Roman  Catholic, 
Salvation  Army,  Pentecostal,  Church  of  God, 
Nazarene,  Norwegian,  Lutheran,  Ebenezer  Bap- 
tist, Zion  Lutheran,  Mission  Covenant,  Wayside 
Baptist,  Evangelical  Lutheran,  Jehovah  Witness, 
Seventh  Day  Adventist,  and  Mormon. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT:  Wetaskiwin  pro- 
vides good  living  conditions,  with  reasonable  tax 
and  utility  rates.  It  is  serviced  with  trans- 
portation facilities  and  is  centrally  located  in 
relation  to  the  oil  fields.  A  committee  of  busi- 
nessmen has  been  formed  in  Wetaskiwin  to 
encourage  industrial  development  in  the  city. 
New  industries  which  can  be  accommodated  are: 
small  packing  plant,  tannery,  brick  plant,  oil 
refinery,  milk  drying  plant  and  cheese  factory. 
Sites  with  all  utilities  for  large  or  small  indus- 
tries are  available,  serviced  by. Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  and  main  highways. 

POPULATION:  The  city  population  is  4,056  and 
the  trading  area  which  covers  1,600  square  miles 
has  a  population  of  16,000. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON 
WETASKIWIN,  WRITE: 

N.  A.  MacEachern, 
Industrial  Commissioner, 
City  of  Wetaskiwin, 
or 

Director  of  Industrial  Development, 

Legislative  Buildings, 
Edmonton. 
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